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TAGS: ELAB PINT TS 

SUB J : SEPTEMBER 14 SET FOR ACHOUR TRAIL 

REF: TUNIS 6245 

1 . EMBASSY LEARNED FROM MEMBER OF DEFENSE EVENING 
SEPTEMBER 1 1 THAT THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 14, HAS BEEN SET AS 
OPENING DATE FOR STATE SECURITY COURT TRIAL OF HABIB ACHOUR 
AND OTHER FORMER UGTT LEADERS , RUMOR TO THIS EFFECT BEGAN 
CIRCULATING OVER WEEKEND BUT THIS IS FIRST SOLID INFORMATION WE 
HAVE HAD 

CONFIRMING DATE. ACCORDING TO ATTORNEY ONLY 39 DEFENDANTS 
INCLUDWNG ACHOUR AND TEN OTHER FORMER EXECUTIVE BUREAU 
MEMBERS ARE TO BE TRIED IN THIS STATE SECURITY COURT 
SESSION. TRIAL WILL NOT INCLUDE ANY OF 101 SOUSSE 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 TUNIS 06384 121248Z 

DEFENDANTS, WHO SUPPOSEDLY ARE TO BE BROUGHT BEFORE 
SECURITY COURT AT LATER DATE. 

2. DEFENSE LEARNED OF TRIAL DATE FRIDAY BUT WAS 

NOT ALLOWED TO SEE DOSSIERS AND CHARGES UNTIL MONDAY 
MORNING. DOSSIER CONTAINS OVER 5,000 PAGES OF WHICH 
DEFENSE IS PERMITTED TO MAKE PHOTO COPIES AS NEEDED. AS 
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73 TUNISIAN ATTORNEYS ARE PARTICIPATING IN DEFENSE/ OF 39 
ACCUSED, 

EACH ATTORNEY HAS SEVERAL CLIENTS WHO IN TURN HAVE SEVERAL ATTORNEYS) 
OBTAINING AND DIGESTING EVEN KEY DOCUMENTS BETWEEN NOW AND 
FOURTEENTH IS IMPOSSIBLE. 

3. ACCORDING TO ATTORNEY, AGREED UPON STRATEGY IS TO ASK 
FOR ONE MONTH S POSTPONEMENT AT OPENING SESSION ON 
FOURTEENTH; ALTHOUGH THREE WEEKS WILL BE ACCEPTABLE. IF THIS 
MINIMUM POSTPONEMENT IS NOT GRANTED, PLAN IS TO "WALK OUT 
EN MASSE." COURT CAN APPOINT NEW ATTORNEYS, BUT SUPPOSEDLY 
AGREEMENT HAS BEEN REACHED AMONG LEGAL COMMUNITY THAT ANYONE APPOINTE 
D 

WILL DEMAND SIMILAR DEAL AT SUBSEQUENT HEARING. DEFENSE 

EXPECTS THAT "RF.ASONABKLE" POSTPONEMENT WILL BE 

GRANTED, IN PART BECAUSE OF OPENLY DISCUSSED WALKOUT THREAT. 

4. ABOVE DATES AND STRATEGY HAVE ALSO BEEN CONFIRMED 
FROM SEVERAL FOREIGN JOURNALISTS WHO HAVE BEEN IN TOUCH 
WITH OTHER DEFENSE ATTORNEYS AS WELL AS WITH GOVERNMENT 
SPOKESMEN. NO OFFICIAL ANNOUNCEMENT OF FINAL DATE HAS 
BEEN MADE, BUT REPORTS OF RUMORS HAVE APPEARED IN FOREIGN 
AND DOMESTIC PAPERS. ONE RUMOR THAT HAS NOT BEEN CONFIRMED 
IS THAT GOVERNMENT PLANS TO PASS DECREE LAW (AS NATIONAL 
ASSEMBLY IS NOT IN SESSION) RESTRICTING ATTORNEYS ALLOWED TO 
PLEAD BEFORE STATE SECURITY COURT TO THOSE WHO HAVE BREN 
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ADMITTED BEFORE COURT OF CASSATION. EFFECT SUPPOSEDLY WOULD 
BE TO EXCLUDE YOUNGER AND MORE AGGRESSIVE DEFENDERS. IF THIS 
IS PRESSED, LEGAL COMMUNITY REPORTEDLY IS CONSIDERING COUNTERING 
WITH ANOTHER WALKOUT THREAT. 

5. PRINCIPAL CHARGES ARE SIMILAR TO THOSE MADE IN SOUSSE TRIAL, 

I.E. ARTICLES 72, 74 AND 79 OF 1913 PENAL CODE. THEY INQLUDE 
CHARGES OF ATTEMPTING TO CHANGE FORM OF ROVERNMENT, COLLECTION 
OF ARMS AND INCITING POPULATION TO TAKE UP ARMS. COMPLETE 

LIST OF CHARGES IS NOT YET AVAILABLE TO EMBASSY BUT WILL BE 
SUBMITTED AS SOON AS OBTAINABLE. 

6. WE CONTINUE TO HEAR REPORTS FROM VARIOUS SOURCES THAT IT 
IS PRESIDENT HIMSELF WHO IS NOW DEMANDING QUICK TRIAL AND 
TOUGH SENTENCES AFTER EMBARRASSING EXPERIENCES OF SOUSSE TRIAL 
AND COURT OF CASSATION DESISION. 

HE COULD GET BOTH, AS WE UNDERSTAND PRESIDENT OF SECURITY 
COURT, AYAR, HAS NOW STEPPED DOWN ON GROUNDS OF ILL HEALTH, 

IN FAVOR OF COURT'S VICE PRESIDENT, WHO IS KNOWN FOR 
RENDERNG SPEEDY JUDGMENTS IN FAVOR OF PROSECUTION. 

7. ALL OF THIS HASE BEEN FURTHER MUDDLED BY NEW CONCERNS 
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OVER BOURGUIBA'S HEALTH. REPORTEDLY, HE HIT HIS HEAD 
IN BATHROOM FALL FRIDAY MORNING DUE TO ATTACK OF VERTIGO. 

HE WAS BROUGHT TO TUPIS IN AFTERNOON BY SPECIAL PLANE 
FOR X-RAYS AND IS NOW INSTALLED IN PRESIDENT'S PALACE IN 
CARTHAGE. PRESS CLAIMED TRIP WAS FOR ROUTINE MEDICAL 
CHECKUP AND OUT UNDERSTANDING IS THAT INJURIES WERE NOT 
SERIOUS. KING 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: TRIALS, LABOR UNION OFFICIALS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 12 sep 1978 

Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978TUNIS06384 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780370-0439 

Format: TEL 
From: TUNIS 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780974/aaaacjov.tel 

Line Count: 123 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: c0e2df51-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION NEA 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 78 TUNIS 6245 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 05 jul 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 1460865 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: SEPTEMBER 14 SET FOR ACHOUR TRAIL 
TAGS: ELAB, PINT, TS, (ACHOUR, HABIB) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey : odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/c0e2df51 -c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



